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^intemafaonai Law governing the treatment of prisoners. 
-SECTION! 

The Convicted Class demands comprehensive legal redress, both during 
and after incarceration. 

SECTION II 

Members -of the Convicted Class are entitled to effective legal represen- 
tation in all matters pertaining to their destiny. A prisoner's right to confide 
in and engage in untrammelled communication with his attorney is inviolate. 

SECTION III 

Members of the Convicted Class are entitled to due process of law in all 
Urn ° r dlsc,pliliar y and J*™ 1 * revocation proceedings initiated against 

SECTION IV 

Members of the Convicted Class demand their right to the assistance of 
attorneys of their own choosing and conjunctively self-representation if 
n 6 l K Every . prBOn or jaa facmt y si* 1 * rcnder available and accessible to 
aii or its inmates a comprehensive and up-to-date law library. 

SECTION V 

All members of the Convicted Class shall have the right to file or respond 
to individual or class action, civil or criminal suits. 

SECTION VI 

H„ht 1 !!?? be i S °I the . Co "victed Class (male and female) shall have the same 
right of legal redress in all matters pertaining to the destiny of their children 
parents, siblings and other relatives, as those persons not subject to penal 
restraint. 

SECTION VII 

The Convicted Class demands full legal protection against illegal searches 
and seizures and invasions of privacy during incarceration and while on parole 
Ine lavish body of court decisions protecting the ordinary citizenry against 
such invasions shall govern the legitimacy of intrusions by institutional per- 
sonnel. K 
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While there is a lower class I am in it, while there is a criminal element I 
am of it; while there is a soul in prison, lam not free. 

-Eugene V. Debs 

We the people of the Convicted Class, locked in a cycle of poverty 
failure, domination and servitude; DO HEREBY DECLARE, before the 
World, our situation to be unjust and inhuman. Basic human rights are 
systematically wrthheld from our class. We have been historically stereo- 
typed as less than human, while in reality we possess the same needs, frail- 
ties, ambitions and dignity indigenous to all humans. Our class has been 
unconstrtutionally denied equal treatment under the law. We are the first to 
be accused and the last to be recognized. We hereby assert before the 
tribunal of mankind that our class ought not to be subject to one whit more 
restraint, nor one ounce more deprivation than is essential to implementing 
^constructive purposes of the criminal law. Prisons should no longer be 
dim, gray garrisons designed to isolate human waste. Rather they must 
mirror the outside world if we are to harbor any hope that its residents will 
ever rejoin it. In that spirit, we demand the restoration of our constitutional 
and human rights. 

The following shall be called THE BILL OF RIGHTS OF THE CONVICTED 
CLASS, and will serve as the foundation upon which we shall be liberated: 

ARTICLE I 

'$& .Tte Corrvicted Class is entitled to full, complete and equal justice under 
gP^*???* guaranteed by the United States Constitution and the principles of 



SECTION VIII 

rnnff^ membe !; s °. { ! he Convicted Class are entitled to be free from coerced 
confessions or admissions, and this right envisions that no penalty shall flow 
from a decisxon to maintain the constitutional right to silence. 

SECTION IX 

n*mi^if mem K be + - S ° f the Convicted Cla ss demand that in all prosecutions 
parole of probation revocations, of disciplinary proceedings, that they enjoy 
their inalienable right to know and confront their accusers and to subpoena 
witnesses m their behalf, absent any and all intimidation directed towafd the 
accused and those who assist him, or towards those persons sought to be 
subpoenaed. 

SECTION X 



Members of the Convicted Class maintain their constitutional rights of 
speech, press religion and association, and these rights include the free ex- 
change of information, vocally or in writing, and the right to transmit or 
receive any letters and publications, and the right to assemble with others of 
ones choosing, including members of the Convicted Class, for purposes of 
exchanging and debating various viewpoints on the controversial issues of our 
day. 

SECTION XI 

The right of all members of the Convicted Class to exercise all forms of 
peaceful dissent and protest, without threat and coercion, shall not be limited. 

SECTION XII 

All members of the Convicted Class insist upon their right of self- 
determination in the practice and/or advocacy of their political, cultural or 
religious beliefs, and matters of conscience, without prejudice of any sort 
including physical and psychological intimidation. 

SECTION XIII 

The Convicted Class deplores as unconstitutional all forms of preven- 
tive^ etention, such as parole and probation holds, travel restrictions excess- 
ive bails, and other impediments to the presumption of innocence and a full 
and complete defense to the accusations leveled against its members. 

SECTION XIV 

The Convicted Class demands the right to be free from all unnecessary 
restraint: food rationing, leg irons, handcuffs, gags, isolation, or any and all 
other lorms of unjustified or vindictive human degradation. 

SECTION XV 

«„«t.Ilif»£ 0nVi ? ed + Cla ^ sha11 be - free from a11 forms of c™ 1 and inhuman 
punishment: adjustment centers, involuntary segregation, isolation, electric 
shock treatments, utilization of depressants and tranquilizing drugs for pun- 
ishment in the name of therapy. 

SECTION XVI 

The Convicted Class demands the right to be judged by a jury of its peers 
m all stages and forms of prosecution, including disciplinary accusations, both 
during and after incarceration. 

SECTION XVII 

The right to vote shall not be denied or abridged because of present or 
previous condition of servitude. 

SECTION XVIII 

any fasW^ecau^ */ Convicted <*» ^a!l be stigmatized or penalized in 
dny lasnion because of a prior arrest or conv ction: this includes all inHiHai 
or anv 'ntt^r P"**"""** Employment opportun ties "e fnve 4arion 
for n/t t h T. J*" 161 * ° r intimida tion geared to nakiT^M^arS? 
fo past acts and deterring his rehabilitation and immersionlnto a law ab d7ng 



SECTIOI 

The 
without 
revoked 



All 
complete 
pertainin 
authoriti 
right to j 



All 

rights an< 
are comj 
democral 



SECTIOr 

The 

organizat 
or implie 



SECTIOfS 

The 

include a 
e.g., mini 
pay, pens 
must ceas 

SECTION 

Nof 

SECTION 

The 
be to trai 
outside ir 
implemen 
cerated wi 
of the Cor 

SECTION 

Physi 

sanitation, 
which the 
all prisone 

SECTION 

Staru 
prisons ar 
Health, E< 
is forbid d 
jeopardize 

SECTION 

Everj 
facilities, s 

An a 
nurses sha] 
in accorda: 

SECTION 

The ( 



isoners Union 




n coerced 
Jhall flow 



;ecutions, 
tey enjoy 
subpoena 
ward the 
;ht to be 



rights of 
free ex- 
nsmit or 
others of 
poses of 
esofour 



forms of 
limited. 



of self- 
It ura I or 
ny sort, 



preven- 
;, excess- 
id a full 



ecessary 
' and all 



nhuman 
electric 
for pun- 



its peers 

ns, both 



alized in 
1 judicial 
ligations, 
fer anew 
v abiding 



SECTION XIX 

The Convicted Class shall pay no Federal, State or local taxes in any form 
without full reinstatement of all Constitutional and human rights presently 
revoked upon the conviction of a felony. 

ARTICLE II 

AH members of the Convicted Class insist upon their right to full and 
complete access to all files, documents and records, open and confidential, 
pertaining to themselves, which are maintained by prison, jail or military 
authorities: furthermore, any member of the Convicted Class shall have the 
right to grant this same access to his or her agent. 

ARTICLE III 

All members of the Convicted Class shall have and be entitled to those 
rights and privileges possessed by persons not subject to penal restraint which 
are compatible with the enjoyment of life, the fullest participation in the 
democratic process and the earliest return to society at large. 

SECTION I 

The right to organize and belong to professional and legal unions, related 
organizations, and to receive the full benefits that such membership entails 
or implies is a cardinal principle of our social and economic Bill of Rights. 

SECTION It 

■ The conditions of labor and employment for the Convicted Class shall 

include all the rights of working class union members in the outside world, 
e.g., minimum wage, disability compensation, vacation from work, vacation 
pay, pension plans, retirement benefits, life insurance. Involuntary servitude 
must cease !! 

SECTION III 

No forced labor of any kind shall be imposed. 
SECTION IV 

The structure and purpose of all prison industries and work tasks shall 
De to tram and prepare prisoners for realistic and available employment in 
outside industries. The Federal Government and the various States shall 
implement this precept by coordinating the vocational facilities for the incar- 

SECTION V 

Physical housing conditions must conform with minimum health, safety 
sanitation, and fire standards that apply to all multiple housing in the State in 
which the institutions are located. These conditions must be maintained for 
all prisoners regardless of the nature of their custodial confinement. 

SECTION VI 

Standards of nutrition and apportionment set for all foods served in 
prisons and jails must equal the criteria established by the Department of 
Health, Education and Welfare for a full and balanced diet. The Government 
is forbidden to starve a prisoner or diminish his food supply or otherwise 
jeopardize his life or life span as punishment for his "behavior. 

SECTION VII 

Every prison or jail must maintain complete and up-to-date medical 
facilities, services and equipment common to all major medical centers. 

An adequate complement of full-time professional medical doctors and 
nurses shall be on duty twenty-four hours a day to service the needs of inmates 
in accordance with the true spirit of the Hippocratic Oath. 

SECTION Vtll 

The Convicted Class shall be afforded the social, psychological and 



emotional environment, facilities, activities and treatment essential to pro- 
mote, develope and sustain individual needs, and no member, regardless of 
his or her condition of custody, shall be denied these rights. 

SECTION IX 

Members of the Convicted Class shall suffer no monetary penalties for 
infractions of institutional rules for additional food portioning or for the sale 
of creative items. 

SECTION X 

The right of artists, writers and those who practice hobby /craft vocations 
to pursue, without discrimination, their professions as a form of approved, 
full-time employment while in prison and while on parole shall not be abridged. 

SECTION XI 

The convicted Class shall be afforded comprehensive and unrestricted 
visiting and correspondence rights with all persons- including members of 
the Convicted Class - in an atmosphere conducive to relaxed, inspired and 
natural interaction. 

SECTION XII 

Conjugal visitation shall be utilized freely for the benefit of prisoners of 
all custody classifications in all institutions. 

ARTICLE IV 

The Convicted Class shall no longer be the victim of system-imposed, 
encouraged and perpetuated racism and sexual discrimination. 



ARTICLE V 

The Convicted Class demands the right to be treated as an integral 
part of the selection process, disciplinary proceedings and the upgrading of the 
qualifications of all personnel within the Department of Corrections, Adult 
Authority, Youth Authority, Juvenile Authority and employees of City and 
County detention facilities. 

ARTICLE VI 

The Convicted Class demands the prosecution of all prison, jail, parole 
and military personnel for all crimes and degradations inflicted upon its 
members. 

ARTICLE VII 

The Convicted Class demands an immediate end to the abuses of both 
the indeterminate sentence law and the fixed sentence law. 

ARTICLE VIM 

The Convicted Class demands that capital punishment be abolished. 

ARTICLE IX 

All persons unwillingly conscripted into military service are members of 
the Convicted Class and all grievances bared and rights demanded herein are 
applicable to those persons. 

SECTION I 

The Convicted Class demands an end to the draft and the involuntary 
servitude which it requires and the immediate termination of the War in 
Southeast Asia as a subtle and discriminatory form of capital punishment. 
It further insists upon the convening of an international tribunal to adjudicate 
the guilt of those who continue to perpetrate war crimes. 



wmmmmmmmm 



How 
To 
Join 
U.P.U. 






we Must 
Unionizel 



Half a man's life is made up of the time he devotes 
to labor. Whether in prison or on parole, we are 
compelled to work for a living. Work is the major 
provision of a people. If we do not work, we steal 
If we steal, the chances are we will be returned to pri- 
son. If we can't find work in a system that does not 
provide jobs for everybody, we are sometimes return- 
ed to prisons with a parole violation. We as members 
of the convicted working class are twisted and man- 
gled in the vice of a cruel system that cares little for 
human life. We are the last to be hired, the first to be 
fired. We are compelled to dance at every turn: we 
dance for a parole, and we dance for a job while on 
parole. In the widening class struggle in America we 
prisoners are the lowest of the low. We are wage 
slaves inside and outside. But the labor movement on 
the outside have got it somewhat together in contrast 
to the labor movement on the inside of prisons 
throughout California. Both inside and outside labor 
movements started out with nothing but illegal en- 
slavement. But labor on the outside has largely dealt 
with the issues of sweatshops, unsafe working con- 
ditions and gross exploitation. We of the convicted 
working class haven't. We are still daily being psycho- 
logically tortured by the nebulous but spirit crushing 
reality of the indeterminate sentence law, we are still 
political pawns in the game of power, profit and polit- 
ical debts incurred by the governor and the director 
of corrections, we are still being issued trade certifi- 
cates which aren't worth the price of zig zag papers 
on the streets, we are still being parolled back to the 
identical poverty and degradation which has been a 
cycle in our lives of poverty, prison, parole and more 
poverty, and we are still returning to prison at the 
same recidivism rate as before, we are still doing in 
California, the highest median time served of prisoners 
anywhere in the United States. Nothing has changed. 
We are still struggling alone, one at a time against the 
concerted oppression of capitalism's department of 
corruptions with its 12 beastile prisons, 26 slave labor 
camps, 7000 bureaucrats and 130 million dollar bud- 
get. It is no small wonder that we can do nothing but 
continue to suffer unspeakable crimes against us and 
lick our wounds. We are unorganized. We have the 
numbers, but we have no righteous unity. Even re- 
cently, the system had us knifing one another over 
issues of the color of skin pigmentation! And the sys- 
tem, through the deprivation/gratification game, has 
evolved a snitch system that places men's lives in phy- 
sical jeopardy over the whim and caprice of a rat! 
And in spite of all this, we remain unorganized and 
ineffective to deal with our common oppression! 

How many more lives must be lost in adjustment 
centers and prison mainlines before we deal with the 
oppressor? How much more blood must we sell and 
shed before we decide that we are finished with this 
madness? How many more of the "system's games are 
we going to participate in and succumb to, before we 
get it together? How many more forced therapy ses- 
sions are we going to attend, how many more 1 1 5's 
and 128's are we going to get put in our jackets be- 
fore we realize that as long as we remain unionless 
we will remain powerless to deal with our incredible 
oppression. The writ writers think the answer lies 
with the court, but the courts have downed us all our 
lives. In fact, the courts have conspired with million- 
aires and the police in seeing to it that, every time' 
we lose in the legal arena. Just recently, at the end of 
June, the Calif. Supreme court ruled in a 5-2 decision 
that the Adult Authority Board was legal in every re- 
spect. ^ The court ruled that it was valid that prisoners 
weren't permitted the right of an attorney (if we 
could afford one at each yearly hearing) at parole con- 
sideration/revocation hearing, we weren't permitted 
the tight of calling witnesses in our behalf, nor cross 
examination, redress, appeal - nothing! Downed 
again. Writ is only one level of the struggle. Because, 
even if the courts upheld our position, who is going 
to enforce the law at the custody level in prison? You 
will notice in this issue, a do it yourself writ kit. We 
endorse writ-writing, but we of the U.P.U. are com- 
mitted to life and death in the union among the poorest 
most oppressed minority, most violated, most ripped 
off people on the planet! Thats us. Let us cease this 
shucking and jiving and get down the road of revolu- 
tion! Let us all join - you and you and you and him 
and me and her and you, the United Pisoners Union! 
Prisoners UNITE, for what have you to lose but your 
chains!!! Slaves of the state, RISE UP! 

If the courts, the legislature, and many of the 
people refuse to recognize our humanity, what re- 
course do we have? The only way we can get the man's 
boot off of our neck is to unionize. If we ef- 
fectively unionize and form locals in prison, we can 



begin to put an end to the oppression of the Adult 
Authority, the California Dept. of Corrections, the 
California prison industries. We can then deal with 
the indeterminate sentence, the criminal lack of med- 
ical attention, the adjustment centers, the mad cus- 
tody clique, the slave wages we receive, the unsafe 
and illegal conditions we are forced to work under 
the cruel and illegal conditions of visiting. We can be- 
come independent and financially freer WJE can a- 
bohsh most of the provisions of parole. Now is the 
time to unionize. Behind this dream of a union is the 
twisted and broken bodies of literacy thousands of 
our brothers and sisters who have been lulled trying 
to deal with the system. As long as we do not union- 
ize, we can expect the same madness day after day 
Without the strength of a union„w* win witness again 
murder in "0" wings, B-sections, 4-A's, Max rows. 
The people, no matter how well intended, will not 
put an end to the madness we are subject to day after 
day after day. Only those of us caught in the vise of 
the cycle of poverty, prison, parole and more poverty 
are qualified to deal with it It is our duty to our- 
selves, to doit. Let us put the petty differences aside 
that the system has created for us, and come together 
with a strong and righteous union. And after we get 
our union, let us make sure that it remains true and 
strong and real to the needs of the Convicted Class!! 

JOIN THE U.P.U. All prisoners in county jails, 
city jails, state prisons and camps, federal prisons and 
military stockades are urged to join. 

To Join the U.P.U, fill in coupon below and 

send to: 

United Prisoners Union 
Membership Department 
P.O. Box 2858 
Sacramento, California 95812 



U.P.U. Membership Department 

P.O. Box 2858 

Sacramento, California 95812 

Name: 



Address: 

State: _ 



-City: 



Zip Code: 



$8 Outside Membership 



U.P.U. Membership Department 

P.O. Box 2858 

Sacramento, California 95812 



Name: 



Address: . 

State: 



— A-Na: 

— City: 

_ Zip Code: 



Commitment Charge: 

Name of Nearest Relative: . 
Address: _ 

State: .^_____ 



- City: 



_ Zip Code: 



Telephone Number: _ 
$4 Inside Membership 



Offices 



Sacramento 



San Franciso 



VOLUNTEERS ALWAYS - HEEDED 



United Prisoners Union 
Membership Department 
P.O. Box 2558 
Sacramento, California 95812 



Los Angeles 



Local 9 *&v>jl 

13 < J7tli.A>w* ue3077 aV 3T 
San Francisco, California 941 22 
(41 5 ) - 664 » 4315 S- g$— 2/0/ 



Local 100 

47 1 8 Melrose Avenue 

Los Angeles, California 90004 

(213)664-8728 



